
1 2

VOLUME :  37

Th�s project �s co-funded by the 
European Un�on and the Republ�c of Türk�ye.

SEPTEMBER 2023 

Identification and Remediation of Contaminated
Sites with Persistent Organic Pollutants 

Project Newsletter

37TH OPERATION
COORDINATION UNIT 

 MEETING

PROGRESS OF THE
PROJECT ACTIVITIES

Contents



We held the 37th OCU meet�ng onl�ne on 26 September w�th the part�c�pat�on of
representat�ves from the M�n�stry of Env�ronment, Urban�zat�on and Cl�mate Change
(MoEUCC) and the Un�ted Nat�ons Development Programme (UNDP) Türk�ye Country
Off�ce project team. Dur�ng the meet�ng, we d�scussed the act�v�ty schedule for the
last s�x months of the project, preparat�ons for the second addendum request, and
report�ng.

We presented our date proposals for the upcom�ng Sector Tra�n�ng, Regulat�on
Tra�n�ng, Contam�nates S�tes Informat�on System (CSIS) Tra�n�ng and the second study
v�s�t for the next per�od, and we have started organ�z�ng these act�v�t�es. 

The a�m of these tra�n�ngs �s to enhance the knowledge of central and prov�nc�al staff
of the M�n�stry about Pers�stent Organ�c Pollutants (POPs), s�tes contam�nated w�th
POPs, gener�c r�sk assessments, remed�at�on technolog�es, and the use of the CSIS. 

Throughout September, we cont�nued to organ�ze our weekly project meet�ngs to
d�scuss the progress of project act�v�t�es w�th the techn�cal departments of the
MoEUCC. 

We are updat�ng the Regulat�on on Control of So�l Pollut�on and S�tes Contam�nated by
Po�nt Sources based on the recommendat�ons of the So�l Pollut�on Expert and the
Water and So�l Management Department. We organ�zed an onl�ne meet�ng w�th the
R�sk Assessment Expert and m�n�stry representat�ves on 11 September to develop the
Techn�cal Gu�del�ne on R�sk Assessment of Contam�nated S�tes, as per the regulat�on. 
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At th�s meet�ng, the part�c�pants prov�ded the�r suggest�ons regard�ng gener�c r�sk
assessment act�v�t�es and the l�st of contam�nants. As part of these stud�es, we have
subm�tted the updated Techn�cal Gu�del�ne on Mon�tor�ng and Remed�at�on of
Contam�nated S�tes to the m�n�stry’s rev�ew. We w�ll present these updates dur�ng an
onl�ne consultat�ve meet�ng scheduled for 31 October to the m�n�stry's central staff,
accred�ted compan�es, and un�vers�t�es.

We conducted the By-law on POPs Workshop �n Ankara on 12-13 September, w�th the
part�c�pat�on of 29 central m�n�stry staff, pr�mar�ly led by the Chem�cals Management
Department. Dur�ng th�s workshop, we d�scussed the �mpact of dec�s�ons and
proposed changes w�th�n the framework of the Regulat�on on Control of So�l Pollut�on
and S�tes Contam�nated by Po�nt Sources on the By-law on POPs. 

Furthermore, we assessed the need for rev�s�ons related to the draft of the Regulat�on
on Mercury, the roles of POPs �n c�rcular economy processes, chem�cal management
systems, and newly added chem�cals to the Stockholm Convent�on, part�cularly
focus�ng on pers�stent tox�c substances. Our C�rcular�ty Expert gave a comprehens�ve
presentat�on regard�ng the removal of these chem�cals from product�on processes
and long-term prevent�ve measures that can be taken. 



Before present�ng the report, the POPs C�rcular�ty Expert attended a meet�ng w�th the
techn�cal department on 7 September to understand the m�n�stry's expectat�ons and
�dent�fy the top�cs that could be �ncluded �n the assessment report. At th�s meet�ng,
the POPs C�rcular�ty Expert presented the work prepared for the By-law on the POPs
Workshop and assessed the appl�cab�l�ty of the recommendat�ons to the report. 

We organ�zed an onl�ne meet�ng w�th the POPs C�rcular�ty Expert and Contam�nated
S�tes Expert on 20 September. In th�s meet�ng, our experts assessed the top�cs to be
addressed �n the assessment report for the better management of POPs. Th�s report
w�ll also deeply analyse the structure needed for a better �ntegrated chem�cal
management system and prov�de a fac�l�tat�ve env�ronment for the �mproved control of
POPs and Pers�stent Tox�c Substances.
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On 25 September, we held the prel�m�nary preparat�on meet�ng, where we d�scussed
the deta�ls of the s�tes and �nst�tut�ons, w�th our expert Marco Falcon�, who w�ll
coord�nate the study v�s�t to the Jo�nt Research Center �n Italy between November 6-
10. Our a�m �s to meet w�th var�ous organ�zat�ons, gather �nformat�on on the
management of s�tes contam�nated w�th POPs, and observe �nternat�onal exper�ences
w�th the part�c�pat�on of the central m�n�stry staff. 
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